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LE IE ER 


Noble L O R D, &c. 


My Lord, 


T is not for your Lordſhips fatisfaftion that I writs theſe 
Papers ; the Subyje&t being a matter which very nearly 
touches the Conſcience, it is not to be doubted but You 
throughly conſidered it before You conſenred to that, which, 

if unlawful, muſt have rendred your Lordſhip not only an In- 
ſtrument of _ your own Conſcience , but morcover a 
ſharer in the guilt ot invading the Conſciences of all Men in the 
Kingdom. Ir is but reaſonable to think that amidſt the Cares of 
the Two Houſes for the ſafety of the Nation, they could not 
loſe all tenderneſs for their own Souls, in preparing the New Oath 
of Allegiance, about which we are ſo unfortunately divided : and 
well it were it both they who do nor take ir, as well as thoſe 
that have, would ſhew ſuch Temper and Dilcretion, as to be fa- 
vourable in their Cenſures of one another, and nor inadvertently 
Miniſter occaſion to ſome, who ſeck occaſion of Clamour again(t 
us all. I verily believe that on both ſides we att upon Con- 
ſcience, Our unanimous oppoſition againſt the errors of Popery, 
which arc ſo manifeſt, ſhews rhar the reaſon why we arc not {© 
unanimous now, is, becauſe the Light that guides us is not ſo clear 

A 2 to 


[4] 

to every man in this Caſe, as it was in that. I fuppoſe it is not 
for want of Candor or Charity, that ſuch as have taken the Oath 
are hardly thought of by others, bur through their Ignorance of 
thoſe Reaſons which, in my judgment, the Sons of the Church 
of England may ſafely go upon. I hope therefore it will be ex- 
cuſcablc at leaſt, if I treely declare the moſt ſubſtantial Reaſons 
on our ſide ; that at once I may both clcar our own Innocence, 
ang rgmove _ which they may look ypon as a Sgagdal. 

My dcſign thep is a Vindication of our ſelves as go this mart- 
ecr: and that I may procecd with all poſlible plainnefs, I beg 
leave to premile theſe rwo things. 

1. That we are not bound by any Law of God to cnquire curi- 
ouſly into the natyre.of Pripces Titles, whether thgy be Right 
or Wrong, ay if wg were cpycern'd in Cgnſcience to be farisfied 
in this Point, in order to our ſubjeftion. Among the Jews ſeveral 
perſons gat into the Throne, who had no Legal Title to itz and 
the Peopleobeyed them withour being blamed for doing ſo. The 
Inſtances are- notorious; but [ torbear particulars, becauſe they 
hayc been already produced by others, who have wrote upon 
this Subjet. Our Saviour's Command, of rendring to Ceſar the 
things which arc Ceſars, was naked and general: and it any 
thing may be argued from it, in reference to the matter now in 
hand, it is this, that we are. to ſubmit to Princes who arc in 
Poſſeſſion, whatever their Titles may be. Far the Emperor then 
in bcing had no Title by the Roman Laws; and as the learncd 
Gretius ypon the place obſcrycs, it might have been objected, 
that neither had the Romans any righttul power over the Jews, 
nor Ceſar himſelf over the Romans, whatever they had in Fact, 
Burt this our Saviour took no notice of, becaulſc it was a Srate- 
point, quite forcign ro the Nature and Scope of Religion, Nor 
did the Apoſtles, or other Primitive Chriſtians, think themſclves 
bound to intcreſs themſclves in Diſputes of this Nature, bur 
ſubmitted ro the Civil Government as they / found ir, though 
divers of the Emperors were no other than Uſurpers. So that 
't cannot be matter of Conſcicnce to us now, as we ate Chriſtians, 
and undcr that notion, to meddlc with Princes Titles , being 


nor 
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not obliged thereunto by any ties of Religion, in a- general con- 
ſideration of it. 

2. The ſecond thing is, That the only obligation which lies 
upon us in this Point, lics upon us as we are Engliſh Subjedts. 
For it comes upon us abextra and accidentally, and binds us by 
the particular Religion of an Oath, which tor reaſons of State 
was impoſed in the days of King James the Firſt z whereby we 
do not only Recognize the Hereditary Succeſſor our Rightful and 
Lawful King ; but morcover promile Allegiance to Him, and to 
bis Heirs and Lawtul Succelives, By virtuc of this Oath, we 
of this Country arc neceſſitated ro bear Faith and truc Allegi- 
ance to the King himſelf, and to thoſe that Lincally deſcend trom 
Him, according to our Law ; and by this accidental Obligation 


we arc bound to defcnd the Succeſſion it (clt, and the lawtul 


Succeſlor's Title. 

Theſe things premilcd, I ſhall now fairly ſtate the preſent 
Caſe, King James the Second was a Rightful and Lawtul Suc- 
cellor, to Him we had ſworn Allegiance : He is now driven trom 
us, his Son-in law and eldeſt Daughter are in Poſleſlion of his 
Throne, and we bcing thereunto required , have ſworn Allc- 
giance to Them allo. The Caſe being thus, rwo great Queſtions 
do now arile. 

1, How we could take this New Oath with good Conſcience 
towards King James £ 

2. How we could paſs our Allegiance to King IWiliam und 
Qucen Mary, with good Conſcience towards the Succeſſion - 

| intend to manage this matter with all poilible Uprightnels; 
thinking my ſelt equally obliged to be fincere in giving our Rea- 
ſons, as I was in taking the Oath. Your Lordſhip knows Con- 
ſcience is a nice thing, which will not be forced, bur ought to be 
convinced, and that with the faireſt and moſt ſatisfattory Aﬀgu- 
ments that may be. Some Arguments do not appear ſatisfactory 
ro me, becauſe the diverſity of Mens Opinions about them, and 
rhe nature of the Principles on which they are grounded, plainly 
ſhews them to be uncertain at the beſt : by which mcans thc 
may ſerve to raiſe many Scruples in the mind, but cannot ſufh. 
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eiently ſalve them. The true ſolution of the twoQueſtions pro. 
poy'd, depends upon Arguments which are {irong, and holding, 
and capable of being juſtified by the moſt learned and indifferent 
Cafuiſts. And ſuch, I hope, are thoſe which I ſhall cfler: the 
only things perhaps that can fatisfic Us of the Church of England ; 
which yer I ſpeak with a charitable Opinion ot thole who think 
other Reaſons ſatisfaftory enough to them. Ir cheir own Con- 
{ciences do not condemn them, God forbid I ſhould. 

1. To the firſt Queſtion then: How could we take the New 
Oath with good Conſcience towards King Fames, that Unfortu- 
nate Prince not cenſenring to it + To this 1 lay, that if che raking 
of this-Oath be no Violation or Breach of the former, then no 
man hashurt his Conſcience towards Xing James by taking it. 
For upon this Suppoſition, no injury is done to that King by this 
"att of Ours; and as long as we fin not againſt Him by ir, there 
was no necd of his Conſent to our Compliance. This in general, 
I ſuppoſe, will be granted by all men ot Senſe. 

Now to prove this particularly,two things are to be inquir'd into. 

5. Whether the New Oath imports any thing which is repug- 
nant or contrary to the-other ; for it the Matter of both be con- 
fiſtent, no injury can be done ro King James by this, ſuppoſing 
the Obligation of the Oath made to Him to be lill in force. 

2. It a Repugnancy be ſuppoled ro be between both the Oaths, 
our next Enquiry will be whether the Firſt did really oblige us 
when the Second was order'd to be taken ; tor it it did not bind 
us at that time, it cannot be thought how we could break it by 
this att of Ours ; becauſe the Violation of an Oath does preſup- 
poſe the Obligation of it at the very moment ot its Violation. 

1, For the clearing of the firſt Enquiry, the rwo Oaths muſt 
be compared, The words ot the Former ( as tar as they relate 
ro fs marcer ) aretheſe; J A. B. dotruly and fincercly ac- 
knowledge, pofeſs, teſtifie and declare in my Conſcience 
befoze God andthe Woztd, that our Sovereign Lozd King 
Jimes 15 Lawtul and Rightful King of this Realm —— 
alſo J do Swear in my beart that notwithſtanding any 
Declaration, 02 Sentence of Crcommunication, 02 Ow 
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vation, made 02 granted, 02 to be made 02 granted by the 
Pope 02 his Succellozs —— 1 will bear Faith and true Al- 
gence to his Bajelty, his Heirs and Succelſo2s, and 
Þim and Them will defend to the uttermoſt of my Pow: 
er againlt all Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever, &c. 
The Larter runs thus; Y A.B Do fincerely Þ2omiſe and 
Swear, that J will be Faithful and bear true Allegiance 
to their Bajeſties King William and Queen Maury. 

Here is a maniteſt difference indeed between chele Oirhs 3 for 
in the One there is both a Recognirian of che Title of the King 4: 

re, that He is our rightful King according to our Laws, and al- 

a Promiſe of Allegiance to Him and his Heirs and Succellors : 
whereas in the Other there is a Promiſe oaly of Allegiance to the 
King and Queen #» Poſſeſſz>», without ſuch a Recognition, and 
withour any notice taken of the Succeſſion. But this difference is 
no other than what is between a thing that is More, and a thing 
thar is Z2f, which often happens even where the things are con- 
ſiſtent. If any Contrariety be ſuppoſed ro be in the Oaths, it 
-_ lie in the word AZegiance : and as to that we ſay thele Four 
things. 

F irſt, that the word Aleziance bears a very large Significa- 
tion. That great Man, Mr. Hooker, who was ſo exact borh for 
Senſe and Expreſſion,relating theStory of Calvin's returning toGene- 
va,from whence he had been baniſh'd,rells us, That of the Miniſters 
themſelves which had ſtaid behind in the City when Calvin  _ 
was gone, ſome upon knowledge of the Peoples earneſt in- yg; 
tent to recall him to his Flace again, had beforehand 
written their Letters of Submiſſion, and aſſur d him of their A legt. 
ance for ever after. Here it ſignifies no more but Charitable and 
Peaceable Compliance. In our Laws the meaning of the word is 
various ; inthe higheſt and ſtrifteſt Senſe ir ſignifies the defend- 
ing of the King's Perſon, Crown, and Dignity - He is our Law- 
ful and Natural Prince. ) In a larger Senſe it ſ1g- 


3 Jacobi. &. 4 11. 


nifics Service to our Sovercign Lord for the time j,, 0, 
being, in his Wars, for the defence of Him and 
the againſt eyery Rebellion, Power and Might reared __ 
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Him ; which is therefore called Serviee of Alegiance. , In alarger 
Senſe iyet it ſignifies Subjetion and Obedience to the King ac- 

cording to the Law.: for which Reaſon the Oarh of Al- 
7 Jar. c. 6.  \cojance is ſometimes called the Oath. of Obedience. In 
the largeſt ſenſe of all it ſignifies, char Duty which cvery Cuſto- 
mary Tenant owes the Lord of the,Manor; nay, whiich 'every 
menial Seryant owes his Maſter ; the Violation whereof, . cſpeci- 
ally if it goes as far as Bloodſhed, is in the Conftrudtion ot our 
Laws a breach of Faith and true Allegiance ; and in that Stitc 
the IndiAtments of ſuch Tenants and Servants have been wont to 
run. 

2. Thc Word bearing ſo great a Latitude of Conſtruftion, we 
ſay ſecondly, it is reaſonable to belicye, that inthe New Oath ir 
ſignifies ſuch Subjeftion and Obedience as i agreeable to the Laws, 
The Statute made in the cleventh year of Aexry VII. plainly 
ſhews, that the Law is ſtill on the Rags ſide who is King in Pol- 
ſeſſion, and for the time being. And beſides this, conſidering 
chat the Reaſon of all Law is the Public Good, we conceive an 
Obligation lics upon usnot only to live peaceably and inoffenſive- 
ly under the King and Queen, but morcover to ſerve them faith- 
fully (as our King and Queen tor the rime being ) in thoſe things 
which arc abſolutely neceſſary for the common Intereſt of their 
Majeſties and the Nation; to aſſiſt them againſt ſuch Foreigners 
as ſhall at any time unjuſtly invade or annoy the Kingdom, to 
maintain Trade and Commerce, to uphold and preſerve the Exc- 
cution of Juſtice, and to perform their Commands in all things 
Which arc lawful and honeſt, cſpecially conſidering that they pro- 
ret us in that Religion which is cſtabliſh'd by Law, and in the 
Libertics and Rights which we hold by Law. This is very fitly 
called Legal Obedience, becauſc it is according to the Letter and 
the Reaſon of the Laws. Now this ſort of Allegiance is not con- 
trary unto, or inconſiſtent with that which was ſworn to Hr 
Tames ; for even that Oath docs imply the ſame thing, viz. Lead 
Obedience ; to be ſure, it. cannot. be ſuppoſed to eſte iK : nor 
did it evcr bind to more than what was agreeable to the Laws; 
fo that the iwcaring to this ctictt is but the ſwearing to that which 
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we ſwore to before, and then whart Injuſtice ( properly and truly 
ſpeaking) is hereby done to that Untortunate King? Or whar 
Wrong or Violence to our own Conlciences 2 For it 1s not the ta- 
king ot Qaths to Two Parties that violates the Conſcience, unlets 
it appears that One Oath deſtroys and overthrows the Other. 
The only Queſtioa made as to this is, whether this be the Senſe 
of the New Oath; for were this bur as clear to ſome as itis to o- 
thers, I believe very tew, itany one in the Kingdom would refuſe 
che taking it. Here, my Lord, I crave leave toexpreſs my hearty | 
Wiſhes that your Lordihips and the Honourable Houſe of Com- " 
mons had made after a Judicial manner ſuch an Explanation of 
the word Allegiance as I now ſpeak of, and as I amaprt tothink, 
the Two Houlcs would have conſented to in tender reſpett to the 
Common Good, had there been at chat time when the Oath was 
— a happy Concurrence of ſome Circumſtances. I need 
not tell your Lordſhip what a ſtrengehening it would have been ” 
ro the Proteſtant Cauſe, or that it might have prevented that 
rievous and much lamented Breach among us, at which many 
ave unfottunarely (I do not fay juſtly) taken offence; nor . 
whart a SatistaCtion and Security it would have proved to divers 
worthy and: truly Conſcientious Perſons, who have deſerved fo 
well of the Chriſtian World, ſome by their ConduQt, ſome by 
their Learning, all of them by their unwearicd Induſtry and Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Religion and our eſtabliſh'd Laws. But per- j 
haps thoſe Scruples under which the minds of ſome do labour 
| now, were not then fcar'd or foreſeen, when this Conſtruction 
ſeem'd to have been taken tor granted ; and the Members of the 
"ae did in all probability think themſelves unanimouſly 


Lee” 


Com | \» : : 


agfced abour it, tho they did not enter into their Journals an Ty 
open, judicial and concluſive Declaration of their Senſe. Thar 
thus it was, there are fair Arguments to make us ſatisfied. For, 
firſt, as we have bcen certainly informed by divers of your Ho. 
nourable Houſe, the _ being ſtarted what was meant by 
Allegiance ? that truly Nuble Lord the Earl of Nottingham did 
| plainly interpret it by Legal Obedience, or to that effe&t 3 which 

being not contradicted by any «< your Lordſhips, as lar a we 
IaYye 
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have yet heard, *cis reaſonable to conclude rhe Interpretation 
that Honourable Lord made, was the Senſe of the reſt. Beſides, as 
any happy Opportunitics have afforded us the Honor to diſcourſe 
privately with the Members as well of the Lower as the Upper 
Houſe of Parliament, the agreeable account they have given us of 
their notion of a th ſtill confirm'd us in the perſuaſion, 


that they underſtand it in a larger Senſe, for Obedience according 
ro Law. Nor, Thirdly,do 1 ſce any reaſon to diſpure this Point,con- 
ſidering what great deliberations chere were about the New Oath, 
and how many Perſons of Eminence and known Worth were con+ 
cern'd in framing it, and that with full purpoſe and reſolution to 
rake it themſelves : Perſons of true Honor, of ſound Principles, of 
unſhaken Fidelity to the Crown ; nay, ſome that had been in great 
Employments under the King, nor were ever known to decline 
any of his Commands, which were conſiſtent with their Honor 
and Conſciences 3 bur in all inſtances approved themſelves as 
Loyal and Conſcientious Subjetts as ever any Prince had, After all 
this, 'rwould be too great ——y upon us to-make us think (con- 
trary to the Rules of Charity, Juſtice and common good Manners) 
that ſo many Perſons of _— and Integriry would contrive or 
conſent unto an Oath in ſuch a Senſe as would neceſlarily have ren- 
dred themſelves Perjur'd men, had they belicy'd it ro contain things 
utterly repugnant and contradidtory to the manifeſt Obligations of 
the great Cafuilt, Biſhop Sanderſon, in the like Caſe, tho, God be 
thanked,nort under the likeGovernment. That it u a receiv'd Maxim 
of Political Pradente for all New Governors (eſpecially thoſe that 

either introduce a new Form of Government, or come in 
_ ; —_ upon a queſtionable Title, ) to abſtain from all harſh pro * 

ceedings, even againſt Thoſe whom they know to be evil 
affeiled to their Power, and not ſo much as to exaſperate them, (tho it 
be in the power of their hands to'deſtroy them) eſpecially in the begin» 
wing of therr Government, but rather to ſweeten them into a better 
opinion of their Perſons, and to win upon them by Atts of Grace aud 
Ollivion : ſo as they may have but any tolerable kind of aſſurance from 
them in the mean time, of living peaceably and quietly under them, 
It this was his charitab'e Opinion of thoſe Impolers of the Eygage- 
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ment, who wickedly brake through all ties of Allegiance, and 
deſigned ( as the Event ſhews) to force others by degrees ro 
follow their Example ; how can we think leſs charitable of fo 
many Honourable Perſons, whoſe juſt reſentments of the Arbi- 
trary Proceedings, and of ſuch monſtrous Ingraticude and Per 
diouſneſs in the late Times, could not carry or move them far- 
ther, than only to pity the Misfortuncs, and to endeavour what 
in them lay, to open the Eyes of a poor King, that was miſguid- 
ed and abuſed by the greateſt Villains in the World - 

If theſe Arguments ( which we think are ſufficient to fatisfic us, 
that che Oath now taken to King William and Queen Mary docs 
not contain, nor was by our LETTER intended or thought to 
contain any thing repugnant and contrary to the Oath taken to 
King James ; it, I lay, they) be not ſtrong and convincing enough 
to remove all manner of les from every timorous Mind, yet 1 
hope they will be able ro —_— ſuch a good effect, as to create a 
kind and favourable Opinion of thoſe, who upon an impartial Con- 
ſideration of this matter, do reaſonably believe rhat they afford 
ground enough for their Conſcienccs to reſt on, For as on the 
one hand we do not in the leaſt pretend to over-rule or under- 
value the Judgments of thoſe Conſcientious and Good Men, whoſe 
Apprebenſions differ from Ours in this Caſe, and we hope, in 
this Caſe only ; fo on the other hand we think it no breach of Mo. 
defty, if we own our ſelves bound to follow our own Judgments, 
eſpecially when we go by the beſt light the nature of the thing 
doth aftord to direCt us. 

3. Since then it is ſo manifeſt, that in the word Allegiance, 
there is a Latirude of Senſe, which is not contrary tothe | cn 
Oath ; and fince it is ſo highly credible, that the Impoſers of the 
preſent Oath of Allegiance rook it themſelves in a lower Conſtru- 
ion, and intended the ſame for others, that all might take it 
with the greater caſe ; we ſay, Thirdly, that we cannot with Cha- 
rity or Reaſon be choughr to have violated a good Conſcience by 
our Compliance in chis particular. For it is not only a certain 
Rule, chat an Oath muſt be taken according to the Mind and In- 
tention of the Impoler, as tar as - can be realonably diſcover'd ; 
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but common Reaſon alſo tells us, that when thelmpoſer gives us 
. (and eſpecially if he deſignedly gives us) an Advantage by the 

Ambiguity of an Expreſſion, it is no harm if we take the Ad- 
vantage : for as longas we are left tro our own Liberty, how do 
weoffcad by making uſe of the Liberty ſo allowed? For this mar- 
ter we appcal to the great Judgment of Biſhop Sanderſon in his 
reſolution of the Caſe concerning the Engagement. What (lays 
he) if the Intention of the ſane. & be not T7 fully declared by the 
words, and the nature of the buſineſs, but that the ſame words may 
in a fair Conſtraflion be ftill capable of a double meaning, ſo as 
taken in one Senſe they ſhall bind to More, and in another to Lels? 
I conctive in ſuch a Caſe it is not neceſſary, nor always expedient 
(but rather for the moſt part otherwiſe) for the Promiler before he 
give Faith, to demand of the Impoler, whether of the Two u hu 
meaning. But he may by the Rule of Prudence, and that ( for ought 
I ſee) without the Violation of any Law of Conſcience, make his juſt 
advantage of that Ambiguity, and take it in the ſame Senſe which 
ſhall Lind to the Leſs. And the Reaſon is this ; becauſe Faith to 
be given u intended to the behoof and for the Intereſt of him that 
requires it. Upon which account it concerns him to take care that 
hu meaning be expreſſed in ng words as may ſufficiently manifeſt 
the ſame to the Underſtanding of a Reaſonable Man: which if he 
meglett to do, no Law of Equity or Prudence binds the Promiſer 
by any over-ſerupulows Diligence to make it out, whereby to lay a 
greater Obligation upon himſelf than he need to do. 

4. The Learned and Judicious Biſhop goes on to put the very 
worſt of the Caſe. And though, I truſt in God, the Sincerity 
and Charity of our Governors is ſuch, that there is notthe lea(t 
reaſon to put the Caſe now; yet becauſe it ſerveth more and 
more ſtill ro vindicate our Innocence, and to fatisfic the Conſci- 
ences of other Men, your Lordſhip will pardon me, if I rake the 
freedom in the fourth and laſt place, to ſer down the State and 
Reſolution of the Caſe at length, in Biſhop Sander/ſon's own 
Words. J// (ſays he) it ſtall happen that he that requires the 
Faith to be given, do of purpoſe ſo contrive the words, that there 
may be left an Ambigaity and Latitude of Senſe therein; yea, and 

that 
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that it be very probable, and in a manner apparent (upon the con (4 
deration of the point of Intereſt, or otber firong Preſumptions cr ifing 

rom Circumſtances or otherwiſe) even to the apprehenſion of” the 
Promiſer himſelf, that he hath ſome further reach in requiring that 
Promiſe from him, ſome more remote and ſecret Intention thim he 

is willing to diſcover: in that Caſe what is to be done © 1 anſwer 

that the Promiſer in ſuch a Caſe is no ways obliged in giving his 
Faith, to take notice of any ſecret Intention, but is at liberty to 

make uſe of that Latitude of Senſe, which the other did rather 

chuſe to leave undetermined than to reſtrain, and ſo turn the ot her's 
cunning dealing to bis own beſt advantage, by taking it in the: more 
favourable conſtruttion, in that which binds to Leſs. For it is the 
declared intention only (Viz. that which the words, according to the 
common uſe of Speech, do in relation to the nature of the Subjef, 

moſt naturally and properly repreſent to the Underſtanding of reaſon- 

able Men when they hear them) and not the Remote, Secret, and ; 4 
Reſerved intent which the Promiſer is obliged unto, The Reaſon 
whereof is manifeſt, becauſe he that requires Faith to be given from 
another, by Words of his own contriving, i ever —_—_— 0 to have 
determined the Senſe thereof in the contrivance of the Words, a 
may ſufficiently declare what he intends the Promiſer ſhould aſſure 
him to perform. If therefore be have not ſo determined the Words, 
as to fignifie the More, it is in all reaſon to be preſumed that he j 
intended to oblige him but to the Leſs. For being, at liberty to make 
his own choice of Words whereby to expreſs his own meaning, who 

can think otherwiſe but that he would make the choice with reſpet? - 
to his own Intereſt ? And therefore though he might have a ſecret : 
defire, that the Promiſer ſhould be bound to the More, and would 
be marvellouſly well pleaſed that he ſhould ſo underſtand the Words, ” 
as if he intended to bind him to the More; yet fince it had been 
ſo eafie a mattey for him, by adding, or altering a few words, to | 
| have declared that intent, if he had thought it conducible to his j 
own ends; it will be preſumed alſo, that it was out of reſpett to 
Self-intereſt that he forbore ſo to do, and choſe rather to leave his 
meaning in ſuch general words as will not exclude the _ whit. 
binds to the Leſs ; and conſequently that bis declared intent 
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M / Lord, I have been the more copious upon this Subject, 
becar iſe abundance of very honeſt Men boggle at the word Alle- 
giana? ; not knowing what Senſe it bears, or is intended to bear 
in the: New Oath 3 and conſequently not knowing how to promiſe 
ir, "Chis Scruple, I am perſuaded, would altogether, or at leaſt in 
a ver y conſiderable meaſure be removed, it what has been ſaid 
of th is matter in our own neceſſary Vindication, were but 
throrighly and impartially conſidered. The ſum in ſhort is this : 
that the promiſe of Allegiance, asit is underſtood in this Caſe, 
in a | ower Conſtruftion (for that Obedience and Service which 
the Law of the Land, as well as the great Law of Neceſlity 
obligeth us to pay to the King and Queen for the time being, 
for the common Intereſt and Safety of the whole Kingdom, and 
withour any Recognition or Acknowledgment required to be made 
of the ſtrift Legality of any Title) does not ſeem to carry along 
with it any Repugnancy or Contradiction to the former Oath. 
For which Lower conſtruftion we depend, not upon our own pri- 
vate Senſe (being ſufficiently convinced that no Man ought to 
rake an Oath in a Senſe of his own, which is plainly different 
from the meaning of the Impoſers) but upon Reaſons drawn nor 
only from the Nature of the thing, but alſo from the Intent of 
our Governors, Which we conceive has been made known and 
declared in ſuch a meaſure as is ſufficient ro give us a Mgzal.gſ- 
ſurance thereof. However, though this Declaration bE not ſo 
full, open and Judicial, as many underſtanding and worthy Men, 
nay as We our ſclves do wiſh it had been; yer the Word itſelf be- 
ing allowed to paſs ina doubrful Senſe, it is conſiſtent with a 
good Conſcience to make our Advantage of that Ambiguity fo as 
to take the Oath in a lower and more favourable Conſtruftion, 
wharever the ſecret Intent of ſome particular Perſons may be pre- 
ſumed to have been, 

2. All this while, my Lord, I have ſuppoſed that the Oath 
made to King James did bind the Conſcience at that time when 
the Oath to King William and Queen Mary was taken. I have, 
I ſay, ſuppoſed Nis for Argument ſake, and tor the better clcar- 
ing up of this matter to thoſe who arc ſo perſuaded ; as I know 
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divers yery worthy Perſons are, I have often heard it ſaid, /c- 
fore I take the New Oath, pray ſhew we how 1 may be rid «f 
the Old One. In reference to fuch men it was Necellary for me 
ro ſhew in our Vindication, that there is no inconſiſtetiey between 
the Oaths, though we thould ſuppoſe the Firſt ro oblige the Con- 
ſcience (till. But now, what if the Promiſe ot Faith and Alle- 
giance made to King James, (as tar as it did concern Himlelf ) 
was aCttually Void and Null betore the taking of this other 
Oath ? If ir ſhould prove thus, it will unavoidably follow, that 
though a Repugnancy between the Two Oaths be ſappoſed, yer 
we cannot be ſaid to have violated the One by our taking the 
Other ; becauſe the Violation of an Oath, does imply the Obli- 
gation of it at the very moment of its Violation. 

I am very ſenſible that this is an invidious Theme, becauſe Op- 
poſite to the ſtrong Pre-conceptions of many who may not have 
ſearched narrowly into the bottom of this matter. This I now re- 
ſolve to do, and that with all manner of ſincerity ; humbly be. 
ſeeching ſuch as may be (tartled art This, as at a New and ſtrange 
Notion, to confider what I have to ſay, without Uncharitablenels, 
and it it be poſſible, without any Prezudice. 

In order to a more methodical and plain proceeding, I think ir 
neceſſary to premiſe two things, wherein all Learned Caſuiſts, I 
know of, do unanimouſlly agree. 

1- That the Obligation of a Promiſſory Oath, though a Man 
takes it in the Integrity of his hcart, and with full purpoſe and 
reſolution to make it good, may in proceſs of time become Null 
and Void. I do notnow ſpeak of a Man's Diſpenſing with an Oath, 
not withſtanding its antecedent Obligation : for this no Man on 
Earth has power to do, God himſelt being conccracd in every 
Oath; but my meaning is, that whereas a Promitlory Oath re- 
fers to ſomething which is futurc, and which is ro be done after- 
wards, human Afairs being Contingent, and future Events be- 
ing Uocertain, it may ſo happen and fall our, by rcafon of ſome 
uncexpeted Accident, that the Obligation of an Oath quite 
ccaſeth, ſo that the Party Sworn, is no longer bound to pertorm 
what he promiſed, though he promiſed fincerely, and tully, m- 
rended it, 2. That 
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2. That the Obligation of an Oath ceaſeth when there is a 
ecflation of the Matter, Reaſon, or Cauſe of it. The State and 


> Condition of things may be ſo changed 
_—— Nm it Om rum Steen the time of Taking an Oath, 
ſtatus inter tempus jurandi &tempus and the time of Performing it, that 
adimplendi ita immutatus elt, ut fi ;f ;t bad been poſſible to have foreſeen 
__—_ —_— 'the State of Affairs as it was altered 
rerum ſtatus, nn omnino juratum i the Event, the Oath would not 
_— Sanderf. de juram. oblig. pave been taken at firſt, Now when 
© Rd ſuch a notable Change h 
uch a notable Change happens as to 
that, which waseither a principal Cauſe of the Oath, or which 
was ſuppoſed and taken for Granted ar the time of Swearing, then 
there is a cation of the Matter and Reaſon, and conſequently 
.of the Obligation of that Oath. Caſuiſts are wont to illuſtrate 
this ſeveral ways : as, 7itius is the General of an Army,andCaiu 
ſwears obcedicnce to his Commands; the Obligation of which 
Onth ceaſes, if afterwards Tztimv's Commiſion be thrown up by 
his owna&, or be taken from him by the att of his Prince : for 
in that Caſe there is a failure of that which was the Cauſe and 
Reaſon of the Oath : wiz. Titiww's Authority. Again, Titiws 
ſwears he will marry Caiw's Daughter : but if ſhe'proves with 
Child by another Man before Marriage, the Obligation of the 
Oath ceaſeth, becauſe when the Oath was taken, her Chaſtity , 
and Fideliry ro him was taken for granted. Again, 7:tiws ſwears 
he will make Caiws the Sole Heir to his Eſtare; bur if afterwards 
Caius ſhall endeavour ro Poylon him, 7:1t7w's Oath binds him 
not any longer, becauſe it _ reaſonably be ſuppoſed that 
Caims would not have been guilty of ſuch Ingratitude and Wick- 
edneſs. Laſtly, we ſwear to obſerve ſuch and ſuch Laws of the 
Realm; bur it afterwards thoſe Laws be abrogated and repealed 
by due Authority, the Obligation of our Oath does natural 
and of courſe Ceaſe, becauſe at the time of raking that Oath 
thoſe Laws were in force, and 'twas ſuppoſed they would con- 
tinue ſo. Hence is that Rule among Caluiſts, that an Oath follows 
the nature and condition of the Matter which u the ground of it ; 
ſo thar if this fails, that muſt fail alſo. And though an Oath be 
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expreſt and taken in abſolute terms, yet all Learned Men know 
that gencral Suppoſitions and Conditions arc underitood to ac 
company the moſt Abſolute promiſſory Oath, as, if God permit, 
if Ican do it; if Tcando it lawfully : and lo, rebus ſic ſtantibus , & 
ft res non fuerint notabiliter mutat@ ; things continuing in the ſame 
poſture, and unleſs there (hall prove a notable alteration ot At- 
fairs that 1s not forcſeen. And accordingly all promiſſory Oaths 
whatever are to be interpreted ; becaule the Party that Swears, 
does ever Swear according to the nature of the Promiſe, and atter 
the ſame manner as the Promiſe runs, and upon the ſame general 
Proviſo's and Suppoſitions, which continually attend a'l Promiſes. 
The Oath does ſtill favor of the Nature and Condition of the Act 
to which it belongs ; nor is any promiſſory Oath to be interpret- 
ed ſo ſtrictly as to make it go beyond the general Suppoſitions, 
that are always implicd. And for all this I leave my felt ro the 
Determination and Judgment of any Learncd Caſuiit. 

To apply now cheſe known Truths to the preſent Caſe. Sup. 
poſe I took an Oath of Faith and true Allegiance to King James, 
and that this Oath was adminiſtred to me, and taken by me in 
abſolute terms : if ſince that time the matter of the Oach, and 
the Promiſe of Allegiance has through ſome untoreſcen and uncx- 
ſpeed Accident failed and ccaſcd, and that not by any act of 
mine, bur by the a&t of a Forcign Prince who is prclum'd to have 
had a juſt Quarrel with him ; whereupon things are fallen out 
quite contrary to thoſe general Conditions and Suppoſlitions, 
which were underſtood to attend that Oath ; nay, quite contra- 
ry to my own fincere Intentions, when I took it; im this Caſe 
common Reaſon and the joint Reſolution ot Caluiſts, give me 
warrant to believe, that upon this notable Change, the Obl1gari- 
on of that Oath ccaſed naturally and of courſe, by a ccllit'on of 
the matrer, and by a failure of the original Cauſe and Reaſen of ir. 

[ believe,no body will deny, but the Cauſe and original Renton 
whereon the giving and taking of that Oath was founded, was the 
undoubred Right which K. James had to our Allegiance: for this 
Right was ſuppoſed by all that ſwore to Him, and it was by vir- 
rue ofthis Right, and on the _ of this Right that the Oath 

was 
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was impoſed, the better to ſecure ro him that Allegiance which 
was his duc. If then it be made appear, that his Right ro our 
Allegiance hath been a&teally loſt, 1 cannor poſſibly ſtrain my 
Intelle&tuals fo as to underitand but that all Obligations of Alle- 

iance to him muſt haye ceaſed with that Los, and by neceſſary 
Conſoquenc, that we did nor violate our Duty to King James by 
raking the New Oath, tho it be ſuppoſed ro imply a Repugnancy 
to the other, the Bond of the orher Oath having been actually 
diſſolved before the taking of this. Here then, my Lord, the 
main Point is to be proved, v4z. that as things ſtand, Aing Jawes 
hath actually loſt all his Right to our Allegiance 4 for upon proof of 
this,it muſt inevitably (ollow,that we have power to paſs our Alle 
giance to another. 

For the clearing therefore of this main Point, theſe two things 
are to be conſider'd, 1, On what ground that his Right was 
founded. 42. That the very Foundation of his Right is now whol- 
ly deſtroy'd and taken away. Thele things being ſhewn will 
caſly lead on the reſt, 

I muſt confeſs theſe things may ſound very harſh to Us, who have 
been all along accuſtomed to an Hereditary Succeſſion, and till 
now never ſaw, nay, never heard of a Conqueſt in this Kingdom 
tor many Ages. Therefore vn py; Bos. your Lordſhip's Patience 
whilſt the mattcr is conſidercd : becaule the bare Novelty of a 
Caſe is apt to ſtartle Men, tho they find little reaſon for it after- 
wards, when the Caſe comes to belook'd into. 

1, A King's Right coour Allegiance is founded, firſt, Upon his 
Relation to us as he is Or King, pollciſed of the Engliſh Throne: 
for how cle comes it to paſs that we owe no Allegiance to the 
French King, or to the German Emperor, but for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe neither of them has Relation to us as Our Prince, nor any 
Right to our Throne, and conſequently cannot claim any Obedi- 
cence or Fealty from us ? 2. Upon the Right our King has to Pro- 
ret us. For ProteQtion op great end of Gaverament ( ac- 
cording to that of St. Paul, He is the Miniſter of God, unto thee 
for good) an Obligation of Obedience and Fidelity muſt neceſſarily 
lic upon the Conkdener of every Member of the Community over 
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which the King preſides ; becauſe it is impoſhble ſor him wichour 
this co anſwer rhe great end of his Office, Theſe things carry 
their own Light with them. 

Now it ſuch a notable Change comes, as to theſe two thin 
which are the principal cauſes of Allegianee; as thar the King real- 
y loſeth his Right to the Throne, and fo his Right of Protecting 
the People any longer, how is it poſſible char rhe Oath of Allegy- 
ance can bind in that Caſe, there being an utter defedt of the Rea» 
ſons and Grounds of Allegiance, and of thoſe tacit Suppoſitions, 
which conſtantly attend the Oath, and conſequently a Cellation 0 
the matter / 

If then firſt a King does atually loſe his Right to the Throne, 
the band of Allegiance is looſſen'd naturally and of courle, becauſe 
the original Reaſon of it is gone, the Union and Relation between 
King and People being actually diſſolved. I make here a necel« 
ſary Diſtinftion ( which ſome men do not obſerve, through theit 
want of Skill in things of this nature; a Diſtin&tion, I ſay ) between 
a Kings Right to the Throne, and his Sacred CharaQer and Fun- 
Ction when he is ſeated init. This I conceive he cannot loſe, be- 
cauſe it is immediately and ſolely from God, according to the 
known Principles of the Church of Zng/and, and the conſtant Do- 
Qtrine of Criſtianity from the Apoſtles days. Bart his Right to the 
Throne isa Civi/Right, a Human thing ; and however it ariſeth, 
whether by Succeſſion, or Eleftion, or otherwiſe, ſtill it depends 
upon human Inſtiſtution, upon human Conſent, and upon human 
Laws ; and therefore this _—_ varies in the World, as the Laws 
of Countries vary. Upon which account this Civil Right is tor- 
fcitable, if not to the Nation and the Laws, yet undoubtedly to 
a Foreign Prince, who proves a Conqueror over the other, clpc- 
cially 1t his Cauſe be Juſt. In this Caſe the Right to the Throne 
devolveth, and by conſequence the Reaſon and Obligation of Al- 
legiance paſſerh trom one ro the other. For, Secondly, by lo- 
ſing his Right to his Throne, he loſerh alſo his Right of Protect- 
ing the Nation any longer, and fo neccſlarily drops his Right ro 
their Allegiance. I do not mean that Prorection and Allegiance 


are always ſuch Relatives, that where Protection cannot be had, 
C 2 there 
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there Allegiance is not to be paid. This is too looſe a Principle ; 
becauſe want of Protcftion may proceed, not from any want of 
Good Will on the Prince's ſide, but merely from an unfortunate 
want of Power and Ability in him, whereby he is againſt his own 
Will for atime rendred uncapable of proteCting his Subjects. This 
was the fad Caſe of King Charles the Firſt, and King Charles the 
Second, who tor a ſpacc were diſabled by ſome Rebellious Sub- 
jects trom protecting the Kingdom, and yet had a Right ro our 
Allegiance art that time. And were this purely the Caſe of King 
James the Second , 1 do not ſec how Allegiance could be lawfully 
denied him. Bur if his Caſc be far different, ſo thar he has really 
loſt not only the Power and Capacity of protccting us tor the 
preſent, but moreover that very Right which he formerly had 
by Law (to delcend the Kingdom, to adminiſter Juſtice, and to 
take care of Commerce, which are the ſeveral Branches of Prote- 
Ction, ) it muſt nceds be, that the Foundation of Allegiance fail- 
ing, Allegiance it felt muſt fail roo; becauſe ir is certain that the 
Right and Tule the King had to our Allegiance was derived from 
that Right and Title we had to his Protcttion, 

2, To procecd then to the next Conſideration, that He hath 
de fails olt his very Original Right as well as Power and Ability. 
| think no reaſonable man can deny, but he was a Conquer'd 
Prince, Thoſe parts of the Story which did ſo intimately affect 
the Bowels of tender and compaſſionate People did plainly demon- 
{tratc this. And they who have thought it for the King's advan- 
tage to plead, that he withdrew out of the Kingdom involuntarily 
and upon force, unadviledly urge, that in his defence, which 
was nothing bur his laſt Retuge, and a plain Indication of his loſt 
Fortunes: tor what elſe could have been expected from a van- 
quiſh'd Prince, that had only lcaveto be gone? Some Victories in- 
deed do colt Kingdoms as well as Princes very dear: yet no man 
will ſay that it was no Victory { over the King, I mcan ) becaulc 
it was cheaper than ſome which have been purchaſed at the cx- 
pence of a great deal of Blood. *T was God's Providence, that 
no Blood was ſhed, eſpecially that no Royal Blood was ſhed in 
this Conqueſt over him : (too much of that had been ſpilr betore, 
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I pray God ſtifle the Cry of ir.) Princes know how to ſet a high- 
cr rate upon one another's Blood than Rebels can ; nor ought it 
to bethoughc the morc un{air Victory, becauſe William the Third 
gained it without ſuch a tatal Blow as Wi/ltam the Firſt gave King 
Harold, The putting to flight is the betrer kind of Conqueſt ; bur 
ro let a V.1aquith'd Prince flip privately away, is on the Conque- 
ror's ſide the nobleſt Victory, and fuch was this. 

The only thing thar delerves our next Enquiry, is, whether 
this Conquelt over King James was Juſt 2 For 'tis no very difficulc 
mattcr to drive a Man out of his Houle, when one has an Arm 
at his heels, and no diſmal proſpect before him of violent Oppotſ1- 
tion. Yer this docs not argue that the Man was righrttul diſpol- 
ſeſt : and theretore I muſt now examine the Grounds and Reaſons 
of the Quarrel; tor upon theſe the Credit of the Conqueſt over 
the King, and the Iatcreſt ot che preſent Settlement docs greatly 
depend. 

Tho that of Grot/u be truce, that in a doutful Controverhe be. 
tween Princes, every private Perſon muſt not take upon | = 
him to determine which wu in the Right ; but is to follow |, = by 34 
the Poſſeſſion : 8s Chriſt commanded his Diſciples topay $ 20. 
Ceſar 7ribute, becauſe his Imag? and Superſeription upon the Coin 
was aw Argument that he was poſſeſt of the Fmpire. Yer mens 
Conſciences arc much the better ſatisfied, and Obedience to a 
Poſletlor is che more kindly and natural as well as neceſſary, when 
the Cauſe of his cakiny Arms maniſcitly appear to have been Juſt. 

Caules of War are of twoſorts : when one Prince rakes up Arms 
againſt another, cither upon his own perſonal Account, or for 
the ſake of others. 

x. Firſt then, it a Prince engayeth upon his own Account, the 
War is allowed to be Juſt when ir 1s Neceſſary, not only tor the 
recovcring of Rights, which arc unjuſtly raken from him, but 
morcover tor the maintaining and ſaving ot his Rights hetore they 
arc taken away. Princes are not obliged to iiay till an intended 
Injury be fully and completely one: for no private Perſon is 
bound to dclay his defence till the Blow be given. Ze ; 
that is about to do another an Injury has in ſome meaſure ® 1% 3: 
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done it, fays Seneca, And where the Caſe is weighty, the In- 
jury manitc{t, and the Danger of ſuffering ir is great and imminent, 
thece the very beginning of the Miſchict juſtifies a War, that is for 
the preventing ot it, before it is accompliſh'd, An intention to 
damnific, bcing ſufficiently diſcover'd by any Over aGts, warrants 
any Prince wholſc Intereſt is concern'd, to take the Sword into his 
hand to ſecure himſelf. Nay, there #5 this difference ( lays Gre- 
kr , #144) between private and publick Qyarrels, that where- 
- a by "" 4s One prroate Perſon may not fight againſt another, but 

merely in his own defence ; ſuch as are in publick Authority 
way take up Arms to defend and to revenge th:mſelves too: whence 
it 15 lawtul for them to prevent Oppreſſion, tho the Danger be 
not preſent, bur as yet at ſome diſtance off, by revenging ( bur 
not direCtly) an Injury begun, tho it be nor ——_ 

2. Secondly, Ita Prince undertakes a War for the fake of others, 
it is juſt in theſe three Caſes : ( not to mention any more ) Firlt, 
where common Humanity is concern'd 3 for Mankind were not 
made to be treated barbarouſly like brute Beaſts: but every one 
has a natural Right to Juſtice and = both ar anothers hands ; 
and when a Kingdom is infeſted with ſuch as delight in Cruelty, 
and inhumanly violate the tendereſt Laws of Nature, and Laws 
made for the Peace and Happineſs of Societies, any neighbouring 
Prince has a natural Right ro take up Arms againſt ſuch common 
Enemics of Mankind. Communion of Nature gives Warrantee 
cnough to rid the World of ſuch Savage Creatures, wherever 
they arc found. Secondly, where Friendſhip, or Affinity, or Al- 
liance is concern'd. The old Romans frequently fought not only 
tor their Contederatcs, but for their Friends. And 'twas honour- 
ably done of Abraham to take Arms in behalf of his Kinſman 
Lot. And if common Humanity obliges all men to aid and help 
one another, the Obligation is ſtill the greater, the ſtricter and 
ncarcr that Relation is, whercin a Prince ſtands to an Oppreſled 
Nation that needs his Aſſiſtance. Thirdly, where God's true Re- 
lizgion 15 concern'd. For tho it be not lawful ro force Religion up- 
on any Nation, or by the Terrors of War to compel the Inhabi- 
rants to profels it, yet Princes are bound to preſerve it where it is 
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profeſyd, not only for the Honor of God,who hath call'd them to 
the Faith, and made them ſo many Nurſing Fathers to his Church, 
bur alſo tor their own Intereſt, and for the Peace and welfare of civil 
Societies which 1s wonderfully promoted by Religion, clpecially 
where it is protels'd in Truth and Purity. Hence Grotius ſpeaking 
of this matrer,ſays, That as in Feclefraſtical Aﬀairs particular Biſhops 
are ſaid in ſome meaſure to be intruſted with the Care of the 
whole Catholick Church, ſo a general Care for Human $9 = _ 
cieties ( as to Religion) is incumbent upon Kings, beſides, 
or beyond that peculiar Care they ought to have of their own reſpe- 
Hive Dominions. And therefore in another place putting the Que- 
ſtion, Whether that War be juſt which is undertaken © 
for the ſake of another King's Subjefts, to deliver them *<©0-25- 
from injuries done them by their own Governor £ He grants the War 
to be juſt. For tho the Supreme Magiſtrate has ever fince the Inſtu- 
tution of Civil Societies obtained a ſpecial kind of Power over thoſe 
under his Government, to puniſh them when they really offend, or 
when 'tis only probable that they offend ; yet (fays he) it does not 
hence follow, that the Right which Human Societies have ( to help 
one another ) ſhould be precluded, if manifeſt Wrongs be done to any 
Prince's Subjefts ; if a Bufiris, or a Phalaris, or a Diomedes (I add, 
or if a Lewis the Fourteenth ) inflif thoſe things upon his Subjefs, 
which all good Men condemn. And as to that common Care, which 
all Chriſtian Princes are intruſted wirh to preſerve the truc Re- 
ligion , Grotiws inſtanceth in Conſtantine , who fought againſt 
Maxentius and Liciniws for Chriſtianity ſake, and in other R. man 
Emperours, ſome who aCtually rook Arms, others who thrcarncd 
to take Arms againſt the Perfrans for their violent proceedings 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion, And after all this, he tc!!s us, 
( what brings the matter home to our own Caſe) That tho it Le | 
Jupposd that Reſiſtance in Subjefls is never lawful, yet it will not 
| follow that others may not take up Arms for them; which he there | 
proves at a pretty large rate. 

Lord, If we now apply all this particularly to the Prince oi 
Orange's Caule, I think no more will be necſui ro ſhew the Ju- 
ſtice of his Quarrel, and the Honourablenels of his Undertaking, 
however the Event had proved. t, 10 
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1, To ſay his Cauſe was nor Juſt upon his own ſcore, is to pre- 
tend againſt evcty one's Experience, that He was in no danger of 
being unyultly deprived of i hree Kingdoms, ro which by the Law 
was Heir in Remainder. What leſs than this could have ſatisfied 
the Papiſts, who could not but know that this Proteſtant Succeſſor 
would ſoon Our that Religion which they were reſolved, if poli: 
ble, to introduce by the molt ſcandalous Practices, and tho our 
Libertics, Fortuncs, and Blood ſhould have been little enouch ro 
detray their Charges 2 I profeſs, my Lord, 'cwill not be without 
trouble and regret, if in noting matter of faCt I (hall be. forced ro 
drop any thing which may, tho bur accidentally, refle& upon an 
unhappy Prince. A Crown mult betenderly rouchzd even when ir 
is fallen; and the Head that wore it may ſtill be roo Sacred to be a(- 
pers'd with foul matter, or to be wounded with a Blow, tho ir 
ſhould come from the gentleſt and cleaneſt hand, I would there- 
fore be undcrſtood to refle& chiefly upon thoſe Experienced Ma- 
ſters at Miſchicf,the Black Guard of the Roman Charch; with whom 
'tis meritorious Zeal to force all under their power upon deſperate 
Deſigns, and a conſtant Cuſtom when Danger appears, to ſculk 
out of the way, lcaving Princes and great Men to bewail the Ruin 
of their own Fortunes, and to pay at any ratc for the Villanies of 
cheir Confeſſors whoſe Heads ought to have gone in Commu- 
ration. 

Theſe Men, whole only buſineſs is under pretence of Religion 
torun a Trafficking and a Cheating every where for the Great Mo- 
nopoliſt of Rome, had driven ſuch a hopetul Trade here, that the 
Kingdoms were made to the Pope. The Reſidence of an Am- 
baſſador of Obedience at Rome, and of a Nuncio in Eng/and, what 
was it, but a ſtriking of the Bargain, and an interchangeable Ra- 
rification of ſome former Covenants; ſo that on a ſudden nothing 
was wanting on the "oy {ide but the taking aCtual Livery and 
Seiſrn? To this cnd a Fierce Romaniſt, and the Pope's Confident, 
was made Feoffee in Truſt for Ireland, to have and to hold that 
Kingdom againſt the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, had the King 
dicd before ſome proviſion made for a Royal Succeſſor to be Te- 
aant at Will to his Holineſs. Scotland indeed was not quite _= 
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nated (there is a Sot of People that are not cafily Sold) bur the 
Ma of that Kingdom was put into ſuch fure hands, 
that the Prieſts hoped in a lictle rime to rake Poſſeſfion of ir for 
their Maſter, by Swearing men into an acknawlcdgment of the 
King's Abſoluce Power without Reſerve, In Exgland the Intereſt 
of the Pope, and the Iatereſt of the King were locloſely rwiſked, 
that ſuch as would not ſerve Both were looked upon as Friends 
ro Neither. For fear therefore the Bargain ſhould not hold, Per- 
ſans of the Greateſt Honor, and of tryed Fidelity to the Crown, 
were ſoon Caſhicred their Emplayments, and the moſt Paltry and 
Neeeſtirous Papiſts raked up ro be put in their Raom. Their 
Quality was not ſo much to be confidered as their Faith ; becauſe 
the Pope's Intereſt was to be Secured, whatever ſhauld become 
of the King's. With fuch Zealors were the Places of the greacctt 
Truſt every where filled ; the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and the 
Power of the Sword was put into their Hands : fo that if Law 
or Force could have heen made to prevail, their Highneſlcs were 
fare to be kepr out of the Kingdom. Every body knows what a 
formidable Army was raiſed, and how it was Model'd : Popiſh 
Officers were at once a Terror and a Scandal to rhe Kingdom. 
And to ſtain even the mean Honor of a Common Soldicr, the 
whole Army was debauched with a mixrure of 7riſh, whole In- 
celleQtuals, as well as Religion, made them capable of knowing 
little but how ro be Cut-Throats. Though it was not wife to 
pur the price of a Kingdom into the hands of a mixt Army, 
which was prepared ro Quarrel among Fhemfelves, bur would 
never all join in ſhaking hands wich the Popez Yet the Popith 
Emiſſaries thought this a Neceſſary and ſafe courſe for the ime, 
till more Truſty Forces could be borrowed to fecure thomas from 
an Aſter-rcckoning for the infolent Affronts done to our faichful 
Nobility and Gentry, who were for this fole reaſon Hated and 
thrown aſide with coatempe, becauſe they would nor tubmit 
their Necks tothe Heavy Yoke of the Pope's F opoign and Uilurped 
Power. Aftcrall this, that chey mighe difparch the Doſign with a 
very Quick hand, the Pexa!” Laws and the Teffs were tugged at 
above all things. And though ſome fooliſh Pcople were gritled 
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into a Bclicf that the end was to Save them from Perſecution, yer 
was it the rcadyeſt way they could rake of bringing every Pro- 
reſtanr intoir, For the Penal Laws and Teſts being the only things 
which kept the Parliament Houſes faſt ſhur againit all Papiſts, up- 
on the taking thoſe ſtrong Barricados away,there would have been 
no Remedy, but as many Papilis as pleaſed muſt have cntred in 
at the Doors; and then we may he ſure a Preſent of our Purſes 
and Laws would have been ſoon ſent ro Rome, with a New A&t 

de FHeretico comburendo, and a Bill of Exclufton with a witneſs. 
Things being in ſuch a condition, it was utterly inconſiſtent 
with the Honor and Conſcience of the Prince of Orange to fit - 
ſtill an idle Spectator, while His and: his Royal Conforts Rights 
were now a going : and a juſter thing could not be done than to 
ſtop the Progrels. Every Private Man has in ſome Caſes the 
liberty of an Action, even againſt his Father. .If an Eflate be 
Intailed, and the Father bur Tenant for-Lite, to prevent Strip 
and Waſt, and the Alienation ot the Inheritance by wicked Coun- 
ſcllors, the Hcir isallowed to Commence his Suit 17 rime, to fave 
his lawful hopes of the Reverſion. Brcaule there are no fixt 
Courts of Judicature between Princes, they arc want to Appeal 
unto God rodecide their Controverlics by rhe Sword : nor ever 
was there a juſter -Appeat than what was made by-'the Prince , 
the Claim-of Succeſſion ro Three, Kingdoms (of which he was 
above half wronged) belonging legally co Him, firſt in the Right 
of his Princeſs, and after Her and her Royal Siſter, in his Own. 
I may not omit, though I am loth ro mention, a notable 
Prerence, whereby the Papiſts endeavonred to void not only his 
attual [Succcſſion, but his very Right to ir. A Popiſh Heir 
was wanting, and a berter way to purchaſe and buy one could 
nct be thought of, than by a Bribe at Lorerro,and on Trinity Sun- 
day following, the YVrrgiz Mary was Fee'd with Thankſgivings for 
Bleſſing us with a Prince of Wales.:; 1 do not intend to meddle 
he Merits of this thing, or to affer/ Arguments againſt rhe 
Child's be—_ which at leaſt the Hundreth part.of the 
Kingdom never believed ; it is ſufficient ro quſtifie the Prince of 
Oravge's Cauſe, that neither He himſelf, nor his Royal _ 
ieved 
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belicvedit ; however the Papiſts gave ir out here, as they did 
many other Faiſhoods, that Both their Highneſſes at the Hague 
were ſatisfied. In this caſe the Prince was to att, not according 
ro the Reports of ſome intercſſed Perſons, nor according to the 
Opinions of a few credulous Pcople, bur according to the Di- 
ttares of his own Practical Judgment , ſyppoſins him to have 
made the ſtrifteſt Enquiry he could into fo hidden and doubttul 
a buſineſs, and that he reſolved to att in the Sinceriry and Up- 
rightneſs of his Heart ; both whic;; _ R-afon and Modelly, 
and common good Manners oblige us to think. of him. It would 
be a mighty miſtake ro imagin, that we w-re to juige for rhe 
Prince (tor under that capacity I now conſider hin) in an Aﬀair 
whercin he was ſo nearly concerned, or that He was to have been 
concluded by Our Sentiments, had a more fatisf+Fory proof of 
the Child's Legitimacy been made, than what hath = given 
us yet. Indeed, had but a few Unexceptionable Dezpoſitions 
been made before King and Parliament which wou!d have given 
them fair and reaſonable Satisfation, we muſt have been bound 
to have acquieſced in their Definitive and Judicial Sentence ; be- 
cauſe by the Laws of England that is the Supreme Court, beyond 
which there is no Appeal ; and conſequently all Engliſh Subjetts 
ſtand Bound and Concluded by that great Court of Judicature; 
though not as to our Inward Perſuaſion of the Truth ot every 
particular they may affirm (becauſe they are Men, ſubye&t to Errors 
and Miſinformations as others are) yet as to our Qutward pcace- 
able Submiſſion we are Bound up by Them, and are to rcit in 
their Determinations, becauſe they arc the Judges with whom 
the Power of Legiſlature is lodged. So that had the Legitimacy 
of the Child been declared and Recognized by A&t of Parlia- 
ment, - 1 ſee no Remedy but the whole Nation muſt have owned 
and reccived Him for the Prince of Wales, and next Heir to the 
Crown, though Thouſands of us might have been art the ſime 
rime diſſatisfied abour it in our private thoughts, Bur yet I muſt 
have leave to ſay, that all this would not have been fuflictent to 
Bind up the Prince of Orange, nor becauſe He was a Party con- 
cerned, but becaulc He was no Subyeft of England, but an Inde- 
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pendent Prince in another Country z for which ceaſon he was not 
obliged ro Submit to any Poſitive Laws of Ours, eſpecially fuch 
Laws as would have becn Excluſive of his Right. {n this Caſe there- 
fore he was to go by ſome Law which is not peculiar to any one 
Kingdom,but which is Common to all Princes,and that is the Law 
of Nations. And as the Law of Arms is a conſiderable part of this 
Law, fo has every Prince power and liberty by it ro purſue and 
Vindicate his Right, (eſpecially where it is Undoubted and Ac- 
knowl ) until it be made {ufficiently clear and evident to him 
that the Poſſeſſion of his Right and preſent Title to it, is as yer 
Poſt-poned by ſome indubitable Circumſtance, which by the Law 
of Nations ought to be allowed. 

I rhink I necd ſay no more of the Juſtice of that War which 
his preſent Majeſty undertook on his Own and his Royal Con- 
ſorts account; and wherein, God be thanked, they ſucceeded ſo 
proſperouſly. Thole other conſiderations alſo which denominate 
a War juſt, when undertaken for Orhers, do all of them ſerve to 
Juſtific this, as any Man may ſoon ſce, that will but impartiall 
conſider the State and Poſture which the Emillarics of the Church 
of Rome had brought our Afﬀairs to, before ever the Prince fer 
Sail. I look upon the Popiſh Pricſts and Jcluirs as a fort of Eecle- 
fraſtical Banditt of ſeveral Societies: Spoil, and Rapine, and Vio- 
lence, and otherats of Wickednels and Inhumanity, is the com+ 
mon buſineſs of their Life, and as it were, their Calling, if I may 
be permitted to abuſe ſo good a Word. The ways t ou” arc 
diftcrent indeed from thoſe uſed by other Rogues, bur ſtill rend- 
-ingro the ſame End. Inſtead of Swords, or Clubs, or Piſtols, 
theſe go about with Indulgences, Diſpenſations, Maſſes, Bulls, 
Commurations of Penances, and the like, which is only a new 
fort of Roman Language they arc wont to uſe inftcad of Give us 
your Mony, Deliver your Purſe, Tow are to be our Priſoner and 
Slave. Of theſe Banditi the Pope is the Sovereign ; and He is more 
Honorable than the Reſt, partly becauſe the richeſt ot the Spoil, 
which is gotten by thoſe means, is carried to his Houſe, in con- 
ſidcration of the Craft which ſome of his Predeceſlors invented ; 
and partly for his Precminence and Authority over all che Reſt, 

whereby 
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whereby he does at his pleaſure ſend rhem Roving in the World 
up and down, to Thieve and Shark, and do any mitchict tor Him; 
as they ſay Mai Cut-Purſe was wont to ſend her Apprentices a- 
bout on Streets. With incredible numbers of theſe Bandit; 
was our poor Nation peſtered and plagued a while ago, eſpecially 
upon the Nuncio's coming hither from Jraly, where this cheating 
and abominable Trade began, It could not bur aſtoniſh us all 
ro ſee what a miſerable paſs theſe Fellows (eſpecially the Jeſuiti- 
cal parry) had brought us to in a very ſhort time. They had 
perſuaded the _ that becauſe he was Old, he was to take large 
Steps, though he thould run the hazard of ſtepping our of the 
Kingdom. Notwithſtanding all imaginable Arts of Diſſimula- 
tion and Hypocrific were uſed, to lay our Fears afleep; yerrhey 
could not forbear many things which plainly ſhewed, we were 
ro exſpe&t nothing from them in the end, but to have the moſt 
miſerable choice given us, either Apoſtaſic or Ruin. The Laws 
wherein our Libertics, Lives, Forrunes, and the Securities of 
our Religion are wrapt up, were preſently over-powered ; and 
ro add to the Indignity, m Weſtminſter- Hall, where they were 

wont to Command, there they were made to Suffer, bein 

Strangled (I ſhould have faid Maſlacred) by thoſe Hands whic 
ſhould have Preſerved them. This Victory gained, an open Tri- 
ſoon followed ; and Arbitrary Power went abour all parts: 
of the Kingdom, not only in Pomp, but with Authority : no- 
thing ſtood in its way, bur it fuffered the ſame fare with the 
nobleſt Oaks when a Thunder-bolr ſtrikes them, to be torn in 
pieces. Our conſcientious Nobility were beaten down in Heaps, 
with che honeſt Gentry by their ſides: and that the Tempeſt 
might nor paſs oytr the Church without daſhing down ſome of rhe 
ſtrongeſt Pillars, that Great Prelate the Biſhop of Londox was the 
Firſt thar was Thunder-ſtruck. A Terrible Blow; and that which 
awakened all People into an Expectation that the whole Fabrick 
which then Shook, in a little rime would be quire Deſtroyed, 
becauſe it was the great Bulwark againſt m—_ Chartcrs 
were made precarious : the O/d ones thrown into Limbo, never 


to be rccoycred, bur by the fame mcans they pretend to Recover 
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Souls out of Purgatory, I mean with a great Sum of Mony ; in 
which intrigue Perre and Brent equally did the Pricils Office. 
New Charters were not to be purchaicd but by Bargain and oale; 
and the way of Trucking was, to Buy a Parliament that ſhould 
Scll the Nation,withour reſerving any Right of Redemption, which 
was formerly aſſerted when the Kingdom was but in Mortgage 
ro the Pope. Statutes in the Univerſities were made to hold 
their peace, when a Pricſt ſpoke tor a Headſhip or Degree; ac 
the ſame time when Liberty of Conſcience was pretended to be 

iven all, Honeſt Men wcre not allowed to keep their Own ; 
bo Petre and Eli were to be obeyed with a Nox Ob/tante to the 
moſt Solemn and Repeated Oarhs ; otherwiſe Property was to be 
Sacrificed as the Price for Conſcience ; in which kind of Martyr- 
dom ſome Cambridge-men took the Firſt rurn, and the chict Scene 
of the Tragedy there, was Magdalen College. Their conicientious 
Brethren at Oxford took the Next : and nothing would ſatisfic 
there, but a great Slaughter, and that at Magdalen College too, 
Poor St. Mary Magdalen / Our of whom the Blciled Je/w4- calt 
Seven Divels : and the Jeſuits now, I know not how many . 
Confcſſors ! Yet I cannot fay their Caſting out was fo Hurt- 
ful, as their Bringing in was Scandalous: I mean, not into thar 
College only, bur into the whole Church ; thac her Glory might 
go firſt to make way tor her Funcral. Hardly did any Preter- 
ment become void, but they fought tor a Blockhcad or a Knave 
ro fill it; though, God be thanked, they tound ſuch a Scarcity, 
that to bring a noiſome Stink into the Church they were forced to 
rake in Dunghils. In Jeroboam's days they made Pricſts of the 
Loweſt of the People: nor was the thing Unſuitable, the Gods 
themſelves whom they icry'd being as Scandalous as the Miniſtra- 
tion, Our reproach was greater, when the moſt Contemprible 
Prieſts were placed in Epilcopal Chairs, and the Ephod was pur 
upon Creatures, to preſent Offerings to the God ot Purity in, 
who were themſelves ſomewhat roo Unclcan to be Sacrificed, Bur 
the time was not long enough to let this Calamity ſpread fac. 
Biſhops we had, who were too Faithſu] ro be Corrupted ; roo 
Couragious to be Frightned out of their Duty, though ſome of 
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them were under the greateſt Temptations the Court could lay 
before them. Their conſcientious Obſtinacy was their only Crime, 
though it was in a Calc wherein they ſhewed as much Humility 
too, as a moſt Humble Petition, and Bended Knees, could cx- 
prels. But the Torrent was [o violent that it carried away every 
ching betore it ; and becauſc the Diſpenſing Power was not to be 
croſſed, thoſe Good Biſhops were imbarked to be carrycd in a 
bunch to a Priſon, where the Place was cnough to have put them 
ig mind of a Scaffold. Thoſe of the Pariſh Clergy, who ſtood 
every Week in New Dangers, reſolving by their urmoſt Labours 
in Pulpit and Prels,. to ſave, at leaſt, the Honor of our Religion, 
and the Reputation of our Laws, when the Strength ot Both was 
broken, comforted themlielves with this, that they were All co 
be Ruined together, and in a Body with their Governors, for 
not Reading a Declaration, which 'firſt depended upon Arbi- 
trary Power as its Foundation, and then was deſigned tor a Bur. 
trels to Support it.” It would-be endlels ro mention every parti- 
cular ; to be ihort theretorc, our Aﬀairs in Church and State were 
brought to that Extreme pitch, that the Enemies of our Country 
could not cafily have carried chem any turcher, but by carry- 
ing all of us into perteCt Caprivity, and that at Home. Nothing 
leis than this could have contented the Jcluirts 3 whoſe Cor- 
re{pondencies and joint Countels here, and in other parts, have 
ſtill aimed at the entire Ruin of Proteſtants, by any the moſt 
Tyrannical courles they can poſſibly pur Princes upon. France 
is a plain Inflance, which was to have bcen an Example for Eng- 
{and ; (o that had not the Prince of Orange came when he did, 
God knows who of us might have been lctr by this time, to have 
lamented the Calamity, under the weight whereot this Nation 
muſt otherwiſe have ſunk. 

So thar, ficſt, chat render Compaſſion which our common Na. 
ture diret's all Mankind to expreſs to one another in Milcry, is 
enough co Juſtifie the Prince of Orange's Cauſe tor Us. For it 
Hercules and Theſens andſome more Herocs of old were fo ap- 
plauded ior royting Barbarous men our of the World, how could 
He think of this poor oppreſt Nation, and not think himſclt 
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obliged in Honor, and in the bonds of Humanity, to endeavour 
ro clear it from as Savage and Ferine Wretches as every any Chri- 
ſtian Country faw ; which fled hither from ſeveral parts of the 
World in ſuch multitudes and ſwarms, that they reſembled thoſe 
Locuſts which an Eaft-wind once brought into Fgypr, that co- 
wered the face of the-whole Earth, and did eat every Herb of the 
Land, and all the Fruit of the Trees. Not that we are to conſ(i- 
der Him at that rime y as a Neighbour or a common Friend ; 
tor ſecondly, He was related to us in a nearer tye, as Bone of our 
Bone,and Fleſh of our Fleſh 3asa Branch of our Royal Family, and 
as one that had a Reverſionary Right corhe Nation. Upon which 
account the Wrongs which We ſuffered he had reaſon to look up- 
on as his Own; as we had reafon to look upon thoſe Injuries as 
Ours, which were ſo viſibly intended, and fo cagerly proſecuted 
againſt Himſelf and his Princeſs. Beſides this, thirdly che Truth 
and Purity of Chriſt's Religion was then at Stake; and we can- 
not bur remember how our Hearts trembled under many juſt fears 
of our Own and our Childrens going to Stake for ir; eſpecially 
if we conſider our own utter incapacity of Saving our ſelves 
from the cruel mercics of the Jeſuicts, from which I pray God in 
his due time to deliver the whole World. The ine of our 
Church (which by the- way, my Lord, I cannot but wonder 
ſhould be permitted now to be Ex and Ridiculed, every 
Government being any concerned even for its own Intereſt ro 
fupport the DoQrine of Now: Refitance, as our Church underſtands 
it; this Dottrine, I ſay) hath bcen fo = &megp to us from 
Scriprure and Antiquity tobe agrecable to the Beſt and moſt Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, that we knew not how we our ſclves could 
with fafe Coniciences have artem our Deliverance from Op- 
preſſion by force of Arms againſt the Perſon or juſt Authority 
of the King, Yet this did not hinder, bur One who was no 
Subje& but an independent Prince might do it for us: nay, ir 
made the Prince his Help the more Neceſſary ftill, becauſe it was 
the only Remedy ; wpon the Application and Succeſs whereof 
depended the whole Intereft of the Proteſtant —_ n, perhaps 
n other Countries, but lam ſorc in This; whore the Pri maighe 
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well think himſelf ſtrictly bound in Conſcience as well as Policy 
to preſerve it. And to ſpeak my thoughts freely ; from the time 
I firſt heard of the Prince's Intentions, I have ever look'd upon 
it as an aCt of God's more eſpecial Providence and Goodnels to us, 
that when we were, to all human appearance, ina deſperate Con- 
dition, not only by means of that unchriſtian Uſage we recerv- 
ed at the hands of che ungrateful and perfidious Papiſts, but allo 
by means of thoſe Chriſtian Principles which like Fetters and Ma- 
nicles bound up our hands from (triking a ſtroke, he was pleas d 
to raiſe up a Potent Prince abroad to maintain our Caule tor us, 
and to do the work with more caſe than we could have done ir 
(it we might) our ſelves, and without betraying the Honor ot 
our Church, which we muſt have done by attempring it. It puts 
me in mind of the words of David, which our Church may well 
apply co herſelf; 7his / had becauſe I kept thy precepts. 

I tore-ſee an Objeftion againſt this, which 1 ſhall the rather take 
notice of, becauſe it may be ( notto ſay it has been) made ule of 
rodiſcredit the Cauſe I am now juſtifying, viz, that the Buſineſs 
was begun upon the Invitation, and carry'd on by the Detection ot 
the King's own SubjeQts. 

The Invitation is not to be wonder'd at, nor do 1 yet fee any 
ſinfulneſs in ir. When People groan under too heavy a Yoke, 
tho with a good Conſcience they may not be able to ſhake it off 
themſelves, yet what hinders, but they may with a good Conſci- 
ence be willing that Another ſhould rake it from their Necks ? Re- 
ligion does limit the great Law of Selt-preſervation, leſt it ſhould 
carry us too far on every Emergency, but it does not quite deſtroy 
it ; which yer it muſt needs de, if ir be not lawtul ſo muchas to 
deſire one's own Safety, Caſes of this nature are never more tru- 
ly reſolved than when they come to be try'd and made Perſonal, 
And | believe there is not a Man in the World, who it he were 
whipt at a Poſt, would think ir a Sin tor him to deſire ſome cha- 
ritable hand to let him looſe, before he was whipt to death. 

The DefcQtion indeed is a thing of a higher nature. Bur, firſt, 
I queſtion whether it was Reſiſtance properly ſo called, and as it 
ought to be underſtood. Nor to trifle about the word ; the thing 
torbidden is, violent Oppoſition in a Subyect againſt the Supreme 
Magiſtrate's Perſon, or the execution of his Authority by ſuch as 
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are lawſully commiſſionated by him. Of this more by and by : in 
the mcan time, as to the firſt DefeCtion of ſome of the King's Ar- 
my, or their declining: from, aCtually engaging on his fide, it does 
not appcar to have been unlawful as the Calc ſtood. Ir was nor 
only Proteſtant againlt Proteſtant, but morcover Proteſtant againſt 
Pcoteltant for Popery and Jeluitilſm. Nay, oppreſt Proteſtants were 
to fight againſt ſuch as came to deliver them: and how any Prote- 
{lant Saldicr could with a good Conlcicnce have engag'd in ſuch a 
Cauſe, I do notſee. This would have beealirerally pgbring againſt 
the Truth : nor can the Obzdience due to any King oblige men fo 
far, as to warrant their going abour directly co cxtirpate Chriſt's 
crue Religion, which is one of the higheſt atts of Wtckednels. It is 
notorious that thoſe Chriltian Soldiers under FJu{tan the Apoſtate, 
and the Thebean Lez ion under Maximian, which is ſo renowned to 
this day for their wondertul SubyeCtion, tho they were ready to 
be cut in pieces themlelves, yet would not imploy their Arms to 
deſtroy their Fellow-Chriltians, or to hurt the Intereſt of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. As co the going of divers Gentlemen off to the Prince 
of Orange, God alone knows mens Hearts, but when I conſider the 
thing, I cannot think it was to hurt the King's Authority or Per- 
ſon : for afterwards when they had Him in their power, He was 
permitted to go whither Hz pleaſed; nay, that he might be kepr 
even from ſuch Rudencſs as He found at Fever/ham, He was attend- 
ed by ſome of the Prince's. own Guards, who uſed Him with ſuch 
Reſpet, that He order'd them a Reward. The reaſon therefore of 
their going off ſeems to have beenz I. For their own ProteCtion : 
tor where could they think to be fate, but under the Prince's Ban- 
ner? 2, That by weakning the King's Force in a great meaſure, 
they might without effuſion of Blood bring Him to ſuch reaſon- 
able Terms, that both He and the Kingdom might beſate. 3. That 
the King's Authority might be thencetorth adminiſtred in a Legal 
way. The Authority it ſelf no man ever cxcepred againſt: it was 
the illegal Adminiſtration of it in Civil and Military matters by 
men who by Law were utterly incapacitated ; this was the thing 
which alarm'd all People,beinza plain Invaſion of the Realm. When 
the Law cecciard it unlawtul to rake Arms againſt thole that are 
commiſlionated by the King,it muſt ſuppoſe and intend thoſe who 
ace legally commillionated; other wile ic would warrant and = upa 
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Power againſt Law, and make void the Law, which wecanno: ſu p- 
pole was the Intention of Law or Law-makers in any Caſe. And fo,l 
well remember, this matter was explained a good while ago in the 
Houſe of Lords, when there were ſuch great Heats about a certain 
Teſt, which tho it came to nothing, yet it gave a fair occaſion to 
their Lordſhips to declare, that by ſuch as acc commiſſionated, is 
meant ſuch asare lawfully commitſionated. Now had all Commil- 
ſions granted by #, Fames been according to Law, the Nation, for 
ought I know, would have been quiet, tho Popery had reign'd ar 
White- Hall. For it any Officers had abus'd their Commillions,the 
Law was open to have given remedy ; but when the King's original 
att was faulty, ſo that the Commiſſions were void of themſelves, 
having no foundation or power by Law, it could not but be an illc- 
gal Adminiſtration of che King's Authority, and it che rectifying ot 
this was a Cauſe of the Defettion, Idonot diſcern yet how it cou! 4 
be called Reſiſtance in a proper and legal Scnfe. 

Bur, ſecondly, ſuppoſe it were ſo, what is this co the Prince's 
Cauſe? Our great Enquiry now is about the Juſtice of that: tor 
| if His Cauſe was Juſt, che Viftory over the King muſt be allow- 
cd by the Law ot Nations to have been Juſt roo, whatever Acci- 
dents might happen and fall in collaterally as he was proſecuting 
his Cauſe. Thoſe Accidents could not afte& Him, fo as to taint 
the nature of his original Quarrel : and Hz was a true Conque- 
ror, tho ſome who join'd hum are ſuppos'd to have been Rebels ; 
which yet I ſee nojuſt reaſon for us to ſuppole they were. Nay, 
tho we ſhould ſuppoſe the very worſt of the Cale, yer are we to 
conſider a paſſage in the Learned Gretius, which lerves art leaſt t5 
command every one's favourable opinion in this Caſe, which, 1 
think, is the hardeſt and extremeſt Caſe that is in the whole Sub- 
je of Obedience to Government: and which, one would think, 
no Free Prince wou'd ever be the means of bringing iato Queſtior, 
If (ſays He ) a King endeavours even to deli- 
ver up and ſubjeit the Kingdom to another, I 
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do not doubt, but in ths he may be Reſiſted. I ſubpcere moltitur, qurn 

leaveittoevery underſtanding Man's thoughts © reniv! im huc | ps, 

whether the going about to eſtabliſh Popery x,4.16, x. 4. $ 16. 

in England, eſpecially according to the ful in- | 

tent, and upon the high _ of the Jeſuits (which was the 1} 
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true Caſe ) be not a down right endeavour todeliver up and ſub- 
zett che whole Kingdom tothe power of the Pope ? 

My Lord, I have been the more prolix upon the conſideration 
of the Prince's Cauſe, in regard it 1s of ſuch great concernment, 
as well ro ſatisfic every man's Conſcience, as to vindicate our [n- 
nocence, in taking a New Oath of Allegiance, tho it ſhould be 
ſuppoſed ro contain things repugnant to the Intention of the old 
one, Since there has been a Conqueſt, rho nor over the Kingdom, 
yer over the King himſelt, and that upon a very juſt Caulc, his 
Right to the Throne mult needs be aCtuaily lolt ; and conſequent- 
ly the bond of Allegiance to Him is aftually diſſolved, which did 

uppoſe Him pollels'd and veſted in that Right. Whence it fol- 

lows, that the former Oath being void by a ceſſation of the matter, 
it was lawful for Us to ſwear Allegiance to another, ( tho #. James 
never conſented to it) becauſe Allegiance in this caſe goes along 
with the Poſſeſſion: This is evident: for every juſt Conqueror 
gains to himſclt a Right by his Conqueſt, and this Right muſt 
needs reach as far as the Conqueſt docs, and no farther. So that 
a King being conquered, the Conqueror ſuccceds him in all thoſe 
Righrs which, before did belong ro him ; of which the Right he 
had co his Subjefts Allegiance is a very conſiderable part: and 
Allegiance being now his duc, there 1s in truth ſome ſort of Obli. 
gation upon the Subjetts, but I do not know what Sin it isin them, 
ro ſwear they will pay it. 

By this time, I hope a ſufficient Anſwer is given to the Firſt 
grand —_— How we could take the New Oath with good Con- 
ſcience towards King James ? The Second now follows, ow we 
could paſs our Allegiance to King William aud Queen Mary with 
god Conſcience towards the Succeſſion f 

Of this matter I ſhall endeavour not to trouble your Lordſhip 
with a tedious Account, Aing James being dead, as to his 
Rights, by the Law of Arms, the preſent King and Queen havea 
complicated Claim, by Conquelt and Succeſſion; rhu when the 
Crown was at their fcer,they were not cager to ſnatch it up withour 
rhe conſent of the Nativn. Nor do We conceive how any Branch 
of the rightful and undoubred Succeſſion hath been hitherto in» 
jur'd therchy, her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Ann being no far- 
ti.cr off than the was bekorc. For it one in ten thouſand ſhall here 
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object the 4 cn right of the pretended Prince of Wales, it will. 


be ſufficient tor me to ſay only this, that where the right of Suc- 
ccſlion is only Doubrful, it certainly lies in the power of the King 
and Parliament to determine it. This is noGepriving of the righr 
Heir, bur a ſerling of the Right on that fide where itappears. In 
this preſent Caſe the lilegitimacy of this Child is taken tor granted 
by the generality of the Nation, and that he was provided to this 
great end that the Papilts might never want a pretence for their 
ſetting up a Popiſh Succellor, againlt which we are now agreed. 
Since then a Power is lodged 1n the King and Parliament to declare 
and fix the right of Succeſſion, where that Right is merely un- 
certain and queſtionable, ir is moſt reaſonable tor them to exer- 
ciſe that Power in a Caſe wherein the far greateſt part of the 
Kingdom have alrcady given their their Opinion in the Negative, 
and the Dangers before us are a thouſand times more apparcnt 
than the Heir, To be ſhort, were there no other Scruples from 
the Oath bur concerning Allegiance to this Child, I believe thz 
Nation would no morc trouble themſelves about his Legitimacy, 
than they in France do about the Legitimacy of a King's Daugh- 
rer, ſince the Salique Law has fore-clos'd all Females, and made 
them uncapable of Succeeding to the Crown. 

Secing then no injury is done by the New Oath to any rightiul 
Succeſſor, the laſt thing to be conſider'd, is, whether it be nor 
conſiſtent with a good Conſcience to ſwear Allegiance to Xing 
William and Queen Mary, being now in Poſlcfiion of the Eng/ilh 
Throne 2 | 


[ have not mct with any knowing and impartial Man, bur. 


would allow me that Allegiance is due to a King, that is de fatto 
Regnant, whether he be de Jure or no, That incomparable Ca- 
ſuiſt, Biſhop Sanderſon, has put a Caſe far beyond thar, which is 
now under conſideration, of a plain Ulurper, who by force of 
Arms has driven away the lawtul Prince, taking the Government 
upon Himſelf, and ating as King when he is really but an Intru 
der, fo that his Right is not ſo much as doubrtul, bur the injur y 
he does to the lawful Prince is manifeſt : after all chis, the que :- 
on is, What a good Subject may do, who has taken an Outh vt 


Allegiance tq the rightful King,or if he has not takenfuch an Oath, 


yer js as much obliged to his Prince, as it he had {worn it » As 
to 
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to this, He ſrankly gives his Opinion, That it is not only lawful, 
| but many times _—_— = a good Subjett to obey the 
des '» Laws made by Him who has the Supreme Power in Fe(l, 
Prelett. 5, tho mot of Right. For tho he tells us that the Laws 
themſelves do not bind a Man's Conſcience in ſuch a 

Caſe, by any inward Power of their own, yct other Extrinſccal 
Reaſons there are, which oblige a good Subject ro Obedience3 as, 
firſt, the Law of Self-preſervation, whereby he is bound to have 
a duc regard of his own Lite and Fortunes. Secondly, the Law 
of Gratitude, whereby he is bound to obey Him that gives him 
Protection. Thirdly, the Law of Society, whereby he is bound 
to conſult the Common Peace and Satety of the Kingdom, [I 
confeſs, the Biſhop adds a Caution, that ſuch Obedience muſt be 
paid, as is not injurious to another's Right ; and theretore that 
Allegiance to the lawtul Prince muſt not be violated, nor any 
thing done tor his wrong or prejudice, The like paſſage there 
is in Grotizs : That a Contratt with ones King muſt be kept, tho he 
be driven by his Subjeits out of his Kingdom ; becauſe 

- ex _ Fe has ſtill the Right, tho He has loſt the Poſſeſſion. But 
$17. Yet any one may ce that this is wide of our Caſe ; for 
here is a King driven out of the Dominions by One who 

was none of his Subjects, bur an Independent Prince; One who 
had a double Right of Succeſſion, his Princeſſes and his Own; 
One, who Landed in the Kingdom to aſſert and ſecure that Right 
which was in open Danger of being taken from them Both ; One, 
who in the end prov'd a Conqueror, and as God would have it, 
withour ſhedding of Blood: and conſequently One, who has as 
cood a Right to the preſent Poſſeſſion of the Throne as Conqueſt 
ever gave a Prince, the Conquer'd King having attually loſt His 
Right by the Law of Nations. So that here a great deal more is 
ro be conſider'd than bare Poſſeſſion 3 here the Biſhop's Reaſons 
are ſtronger, and our Obligations to Obedience are greater ty far, 
than in the Caſe of a mere unlawiul Uſurpation. x. We are to 
do it for our Own ſakes, that we may not incur a Prince's juſt 
Diſpleaſure, under whoſe Power we now are, by any unneceſſary 
Provocations. 2. For Equity and Righteouſnels ſake, becauſc he 
has not only been beforehand with us in the greateſt kindneſs to 
the Nation, as well as Juſtice ro Himſ-it ; bur alſo becauſe He has 
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promis'd and ſworn to us to Protet us for the ſuture in the cojoyment _. 
of thoſe Rights and Liberties, which he ventur'd his own Blood to 
redeem for Us. 3. For Policy fake, that by our Obe-lience He may be 
the better inabled to detend our Country, to adminiſter Juſtice, ro 
maintain Trade, and to make his Cares fuccelstul in ail particulars 
whercin the Peace and Weltare of the Kingdom 15 concericd, Thicke 
arc as equal Laws as any <!tar arc Written 11 our Nature : and tho each 
of them brings a ſtrict Tic upon our Conſciences, above any Atts of 
State, yet I thall mention one Reaſon more, viz. Fourthly, for Religion 
ſake, the Truth and Purity whereot che Papilts re{o:ved, and by their 
baſeſt merhods endeavour'd to deltroy, and which God has been pleat. 
cd of his great Mercy to preſerve here through this Prince's means ; 
and that not only under the more looſe notion of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion in general, but alſo under the ſtricter notion of the Proteſlane 
Religion profeſt by the Church of Erg/and in particular; their Myellics 
being bound by a new Clauſe in their Coronation Oath to maintain the 
Reformed Religion Eſtabliſh'd by Law, and to preſerve our Biſhops and 
the ſeveral Churches committed to their Care in all thoſe Rights and 
Privileges, which do or ſhall belong unto Them, or to any of Them. 
'Twere caſic to carry this matter to be examin'd by the Scriptures 
both of the Old and New Teſtament. Every one knows, that among 
the Jews, ſeveral gat the Crown wrongfully, and yet the People obey'd 
them without any blame. The Learned Author of rhe Letter to a 
Biſhop has critically obſerved how of the four Sons of Jojah, 
the youngeſt, Shallam ( or Jehoahaz)) was ſer up firſt ; then the 
ſecond, Eliakim, ( or Jehotakim, ) then Eliakim's Son Jehoiachin ;) 
(otherwiſe called Jechoniah, and Coniah; ) and laſt of all Zede- 
kiah Uncle to Fehoiachin, and third Son to Foftah. And that which | 
particularly obſerve out of this Story, is, that the Peoples Allcgi- 
ance ſtill went along with the Power and Pleaſure of the Conque- 
ror. Pharaoh Nechoh King of Egypt having taken Jehoahaz, made 
Eliatim King under him; and the Pcople obey'd Him during his 
Reign of eleven Years. Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, being too 
hard for Him. and for Nechob too, makes Him firſt his. Tribura- 
ry, anJ at laſt his Captive, appointing his Son Jehozachin King, his 
Father Fliakim being yetalive; nor was it long before Nebuchadnes- 


2ar carried away Him too; and in his room fer up his Uncle Ze- 
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dekiah ; who reign:d in Jeruſalem, tho Jehoiachin, the true King 
and Heir was yet living, Here was a Brother ſet up in the lite- 
rime of his Brother ; and then a Son in the lite-rime of his Father ; 
and then an Uncle in the lite time of his N:zphew; and throughour 
all this time the Pcople ſtill obey'd the PoſſclTor, tho the Right he 
had was derived from a Conqueror, whoſe Conqueſt was Uujuſt 
TOO. 

One thing more is to be added out of the ſame Author ; that as 
in all probability the People ſwore Allegiance to the King in Pol- 
ſeſſion, according to what the Preacher faid, Eccle/.8. 2. / counſel thee 
keep the King's Commandment, and that in regard of the Oath of 
God fothe deputcd King himſelf ſwore Allegiance to the Conque- 
ror. *Tis plain from 2 Chron. 36. 13. that Nebachadnezzar took 
an Oath of Zz:dekiah, rho his rightful King was alive : and 'tis as 
plain form Fzekiel 17th, that Zedekiah finncd not by taking thar 
Oath ; for God himlſclf called it Mine Oath, and My Covenant, and 
threatened Zedekiabh with Vengeance for breaking it; As IT live, 
faith the Lord God, ſurely in the place where the =_ dwelleth, 
that made him (Zedckiah) King, whoſe Oath he deſpiſed, and whoſe 
Covenant he brake, even with him in the mid/t of Babylon he ſhall die. 
Seeing he deſpiſed the Oath, by breaking the Covenant ( when /oe, 
he had given his hand) and hath done all theſe things, he ſhall not 
eſcape. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, as I live, ſurely Mine 
Oath, that he hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant that be hath bro- 
_ even it will I recompence upon his own head, Ezck. 17. 16. 
18, 19. 

From theſe Obſcrvations methinks nothing can be clearer, than that 
Allegiance gocs along with Poſlcſſion, and that a Right to Allegiance 
is created by Conqueſt, Neither did the King of Egypr, nor the King 
of Babylon pretend any other Right ; nor did the Kings they ſer upar 
Jeruſalem (wear Allegiance tothem upon any other ſcore; nor did the 
Jews ſwear Allegiance to their Kings, but as it was due ultimately 
ro the Conqueror himſelf, by and under the Sons of Jofiah. They 
ſwore as immediate Subjects to Zedekiah : He ſwore as an immediate 
Subje&t to Nebuchadnezzar; and as well his Right as their Oath was 
grounded upon Nebuchadnezzar's Original Conqueſt over King Ela- 
tim: and whoever ſhall actentively conſider this whole matter, may 
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{rnd enough in it, though he goes no farther, to juſtific Us, who 
have ſworn Allegiance to King William, as his Right, and due by 
virtue of his Conqueſt over King James. 
I told your Lordſhipin the beginning, that Religion does not bind 
us {triftly to examine Princes Titks in order ro cur Obedience : and 
a plain Example ot this we have in the Author of our Religion, our 
Lord Jeſus; in whoſe days, Caius Ottauw, or Auguſtus Ceſar was Ent. 
peror : one, who followed the ſteps of Jutizs his ,Predeceilor and 
Kinſman, in Uſurping that Power which had hitherto been lodged in 
the Senate and People of Kome, by the immemorial preſcription ot 
many Ages. Bur it was in yaia for them to diſpute their Right with 
a Commander that had ſuch a powertul Army at his Heels, c{pecially 
upon the rotal diſſolution of the Triumvirate, They. had no way 
lctt them but to Submit; as they were forced afterwards to Subn::: 
to Tiberins alfo, though they ſeemed to complement him with the Go-+ 
vernment and though he had no Lawful Title to it, yet being polle(t 
of it, our Saviour gave the Command of Rendring to Ceſar, the things 
which are Ceſars; plainly implying, that the paying of Tribute, 
and ſo other ats of Obedience, were Ceſar's Right, however he came 
by ic. The Empire beginning now to break by the frequent Detc. 
Etion of Provinces, the Senate found it neceflary ro maintain great 
Armies in _ they themſelves ſunk under the weight of their own 
Force, which of Servants became their Maſters, and ſoon claimed a 
power of ſetting up Emperorsas they pleaſed. Ir was much by thcir 
allſlance that Cl/audiazs to0 gat into the Government ; in whole time 
probably Sr. Peter wrote his firſt Epiſtle, whereof this is a parr, 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lord ſake, whether 
it be to the King as Supreme, or unto Governors, &c, T'o himiuc- 
ceeded Nero, another Invader and Ulurper of the Supreme Power, 
and yct it was in reference to Him that St. Pa«/ gave that folcmn 
Charge, Rom. xiii. Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers ; for 
theres no Power but of God ;, and the Powers that be, are ordained if 
God, The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Powers that Be, of the Supreme 
Magiſtrates for the time being, and as long as they continue veſted 
with Authority, not troubling humicit with any Politick Enquiries, 
How, or by what means they gat the Power into their Hands, _ 
t al 
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all which ir appears, that though Allegiance be a Right which is inſe- 
parably annexed untothe Throne, yer it is a thing which paſſeth from 
one Perſon to another, from Prince to Prince, and to every one that 
fitreth inir,though his Title and Claim ro ir may be very Queſtionable, 

I know it may be ſaid, thar all this does nor reach our preſent Caſe, 
becauſe the Roman Government which theſe Emperors Uſurped was 
not Hereditary by Law, as Ours is, nor were the Chriſtians of the 
Empire under ſuch an Oath as we arc, in reference to the Succeſſion : 
upon Which account they could the berrer paſs their —_—_—_ from 
one to another, without hurting any of their Emperors Offipring, and 
withour violating any Oarh of their own. Now asto this ObjeCtion 
I have alrcady noted, that by our Swearing Allegiance as we have 
done, no injury is offered to the Lawful Heirs of King James, the 
next Lawful Succeſſor that we know of, being now veſted with the 
Regal Authority, upon the dropping of her Father's Civil Right ro 
the Throne, which he hath as aQtually loſt by the Law of Nations, as 
if Hc himlcit were actually Dead (unleſs ſome evil Angel ſhould ſound 
a Reſurrcftion with a Trumpet, which [ hope no Proteſtant is willing 
ro hear, for the terrible Judgment ſake which muſt neceſſarily follow.) 
And though her Royal Husband King W:7tam laysclaim to our Alle- 
giance, as well as her Majeſty her felt, yet we cannot conceive how 
we violate our former Oath by paying this Allegiance, becauſe that 
(as every Promiſſory Oath) is to be underſtood with rhoſe tacit ge- 
neral Suppoſitions I mentioned before; If / can; If I can lavfuly; 
and, unleſs ſome notable and unforeſeen Change ſhall happen. Such a 
Change having now happened as hath inferred a Claim to our Alle- 
viance by means of Conqueſt over the King, the Caſe is much alter- 
cd from what it was ; for the binding power of the Oath ceaſed up- 
on it, by a ceſſation of the Matter; fo that we were as free to paſs 
our Allegiance to a Conqueror, as the Jews and Primitive Chriſtians 
were in the Caſes before mentioned. 

And Now, my Lord, it is high time for me to crave your Lord- 
il1ips pardon for this long,though you may not think iran unneceſſary 
avocation from your great Afﬀairs. Common good Manners would 
require me to write here another Apology for Thu, did not the im- 
portance of the Subxe&@ carry withit its own Excuſe. Whar = 
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ceſs theſe Papers may find in the World I cannot tell ; becaulc it is (o 
yery hard upon any Subje&t whatſoever to anſwer every Scruple 
which may be ſtarted by thoſe, whoſe misfortune it is to labour un- 
der ſtrong Prejudices. This I dare ſay in my own bchalf, that I have 
conſidered the Caſe in hand with ſuch fcriouſnels and ſincerity as be- 
comes its Weight; nor do I deſpair of being juſtified as to that by 
thoſe who arc bleſt but with a competent Portion of your Lordſhips 

reat Judgment and Candor. I cannot promiſe my felt fo much 
—_ Men, whoſe Raſhneſs and Inconfideration hinders them from 
weighing things after a fair manner; their Prepoſleſſions ſtill bear- 
ing down one of the Scales, whatever the Arguments be which lyec 
in the other. Of ſuch I muſt only beg thus much, it I may not 
hope to obtain more, that they would not be fo tond of their Opi- 
nions as to forget their Charity 5 nor Condemn thoſe art all advcn- 
turcs, who upon the narroweſt ſcarch into a Caſe ſo Nicc and New, 
are better ſatizhcd than ſome others are yet, not only as tothe Law- 
fulneſs of what they have done, bur, in regard of the Publick Good, 
as to the Expediency and Neccſlity of ir allo. Ir is not the firſt time 
that Men of Knowledge and Integrity have had the ill luck ro be 
divided in thcir Scntiments. Ir 1s ſtranger by far that Chriſtian 
Chariry ſhould nor conſtrain every one to believe, that on cach hand 
Mcn take an cqual care of their own Conſciences ; a thing which is 
infinitely roo Valuable ro be made a Price for any, though the great. 
eſt conſiderations in the World, I heartily with that Golden Rule 
might rake place here, which though it was given on another occa- 
ſion, is nevertheleſs a moſt reaſonable meaſure of our Charity ar all 
times, Let nofthim that eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth not; and let 
not him which eateth not, judge him that eateth. TheRule which there 
concerns the cating or not <.iting ſome certain forts of Meats, 15 here 
very applic:ble ro the preſcnt Difference about taking or not takiny 
the New Oath: whercin, it Reaſon cannot be our Umpire, I cannot 
forbear to ſay that it is cvery one's Duty, and in ever one's Power 
ro let Charity be our Guide. For mine »wn particular, as 
Charity obliges me to believe that ſuch as ha+c o4% taken the Oath 
forbcar upon Reaſons which ro t!,.cm appear lair : fo it is Juli tor 
me to hope, the ſame Chariry will oblige cncm to allow Us ro be 
governed 


, MDI_L_STRS 795 ESE Age. © 


[44] 


governed by the fair appearance of thoſo Reaſons or the other fide 


which, becauſe they are nor alt of the ſame nature,” f have digeſted 
onder different Heads. Some of us may: be porſuaded thar there is 
no berween this Oath of Allegiance and” the Former ; 
wr = re hy go higher in their perſuaſion, chat though a 
Repugnancy ſhould be granted, 'yer the raking of the Larrer can- 
nor bring the leaſt Guile upon the Conſcience, the Obligation of the 
other Oath having become Nult betore the framing of this Either 
of theſe Reaſons are, 1 conceive, enough ro jaſtific fuch as have 
ated according to rhe beſt of their Judgments, Which are your 
Lordſhips Reaſons, I will not preſume to enquire ; nor do I think 
my ſelf obliged ro declare pofitively to the World which are mine 
One. 1 fay, thar I will endeavour to Dye with a good Con- 
ſcience; and as long as 1 Live, ſhall beg the Honour to own my felf 


Your Lordſhips 


Moſt faithful Scrvant, &c. 


